PART 3: SOURCES ANALYSIS

1956 Suez Crisis

The Suez Crisis was a dispute about the control of the Suez Canal, which provided vital international access
by cutting through Egypt and connecting the Mediterranean Sea and the Red Sea. The Suez Canal was initially
financed and consequently owned by Egypt and France, but Egypt had to sell its share to Britain to pay off debts.

In 1956 tensions arose between various countries over financing a dam on the River Nile and Egypt’s supposed
support of communist governments in China and Russia. Eventually tensions boiled over and Britain, France,
and Israel invaded Egypt, without the support of the United States. The United Nations intervened and negotiated
a truce between the countries at war before the problem became a wider crisis involving the United States and
Russia.

Refer to the sources on this sheet when answering Question 45.

SOURCE 3 — The announcement of the nationalisation of the Suez Canal by President Nasser on 26 July 1956

SOURCE 1 — A historian’s description of the background to the Suez Crisis

In December 1955 the United States and
Great Britain agreed in principle to help
finance the Aswan Dam, an enormous
Egyptian  hydroelectricity project. In
February 1956 Nasser' reached an
agreement with the President of the World
Bank for funds from America, Britain and
the Bank. He then formally requested
$100 million in aid from the United States.
He heard nothing for the next five months.

In the meantime, Dulles’? attitude towards
Nasser had changed after... Egyptian
recognition of Communist China in May
1956. Dulles reasoned that he could teach
Nasser a lesson if he withdrew American
support for the Aswan Dam. The President
of the World Bank warned that ‘all hell
might break loose’ if Dulles reneged on

his promise. On 19 July Dulles bluntly
announced that America was withdrawing
its support for the dam.

One week later Nasser struck back by
nationalising the British-owned Universal
Suez Canal Company, an act which
restored his lost prestige at a stroke and
gave him the $25 million annual profit from
the canal operation. The British and French
were furious. Nearly all of Europe’s oil
came through the canal and the Europeans
feared that an intense nationalist such as
Nasser might interrupt this flow. At the
end of July the British Foreign Secretary
let Dulles know that the Europeans would
move militarily against Egypt if the crisis
were not resolved quickly.

"Gamal Nasser was the President of Egypt

2John Foster Dulles was the American Secretary of State

J. Fitzgerald, Soviet-American Relations in the Nuclear Age, Nelson, Melbourne, 1988, p. 77

SOURCE 2 — Another historian’s account of reasons for the Suez Crisis

The income of the Suez Canal in 1955 amounted
to £35,000,000. In return for the 120,000
Egyptians who perished digging it and for the
money spent on building it, we get £1,000,000.

The Suez Canal Company sitting in Paris is a
usurping company. ltusurped our concessions ...
We shall build the High Dam and we shall gain
our usurped rights. We shall build the High Dam
as we desire. We are determined. The Canal
Company annually takes £35,000,000. Why
shouldn’t we take it ourselves? ...

As | told you a little while ago, it is no shame
to be poor and to strive and build my country.
What is shameful, however, is to suck blood.
They sucked our blood, and extorted and stole

our rights. Today as we retrieve these rights,
| declare on behalf of the Egyptian people that
we shall preserve these rights and cherish
them. We shall protect these rights because
thereby we shall be making up for the past.
Today, O citizens, the Suez Canal has been
nationalised ... Today, O citizens, we declare that
our property has been returned to us. The rights
about which we were silent have been restored
to us. Today, citizens, with the annual income
of the Suez Canal amounting to £35,000,000 ...
we shall not look for ... American aid ... Your
Egyptian brethren ... have started to take over
the Canal Company and its property and to
control shipping through the Canal — the Canal
which is owned by Egypt.

Nasser’s dream was to provide a better life for
all Egyptians. His dream materialised into the
concept of a high dam across the Upper Nile at
Aswan. It would allow the irrigation of additional
land and provide electricity for industrial
development. Egypt was to raise itself by its
own ‘sandalstraps’. In 1955 Britain and the
United States consented to provide a huge loan
to enable the project to commence. Nasser’s
non-aligned policy'!, however, placed the loan
situation in jeopardy. American Secretary
of State Dulles was strongly opposed to
communism and highly angered by ... Egypt’s
recognition of Red China in May 1956.

In July 1956 Dulles cancelled the American
assistance to Egypt.

To Nasser and the Egyptians the Aswan dam
project had become a symbol of Egypts
regeneration. The American decision was
taken as a national affront and on July 26
Nasser announced that he would nationalise
the Suez canal and use the revenues collected
to finance the dam. The powder keg had been
set alight.

Attempts were made to mediate the dispute ...
but in October 1956 representatives of Israel,
France and Britain met secretly in Paris. It was
decided that Israel should launch an attack
across the Sinai desert and the resulting
conflict would provide Britain and France with
the pretext of invading Egypt to protect shipping
in the Suez Canal.

"Non-aligned = not influenced by a major power such as the United States or Russia

N. Paccagnella, In the Balance, Longman Cheshire, Melbourne, 1989, pp. 112-13

P. Shuter & T. Lewis, Skills in History: Book 3, The Twentieth Century, Heinemann, Oxford, 1988, p. 98

SOURCE 4 — Map of British, French, and Israeli manoevres against Egypt

This text cannot be reproduced here for
copyright reasons.

G. Warner, ‘The Suez Crisis’, History of the 20th Century, A.J.P. Taylor & J.M. Roberts (eds), Powell, London, 1969, p. 2262

SOURCE 5 — Part of a confidential letter sent by the British Prime Minister, Sir Anthony Eden, to President
Eisenhower of the United States on 6 September 1956

In the 1930s Hitler established his position by ... acts of aggression ... His actions were tolerated and excused by the
majority of the population of Western Europe. It was argued ... that Hitler ... was entitled to do what he liked in his own
territory ...

Similarly, the seizure of the Suez Canal is, we are convinced, the opening gambit ... by Nasser to expel all Western
influences and interests from Arab countries. He believes that if he can get away with this ... he will be able to mount
revolutions ... in Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Syria and Iraq ... These new governments will in effect be Egyptian satellites, if not
Russian ones. They will have to place their united oil resources under the control of ... Egypt and under Russian influence.
When that moment comes Nasser can deny oil to Western Europe and we ... shall all be at his mercy.

B. O’Callaghan, A History of the Twentieth Century, Longman Group UK Limited, UK, 1987, p. 238

SOURCE 6 — A cartoon by British cartoonist Leslie lllingworth, published in the British newspaper the Daily Mail,
12 November 1956

The US President Eisenhower, the British Prime Minister Eden and
French Prime Minister Mollet uncover a sarcophagus labelled Nasser
and discover the Russian premier Khrushchev within.

M. Cannon, et al., 20th Century World History, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 2009, p. 112

SOURCE 7 — Part of an article published in the British newspaper the Daily Mirror, 25 November 1956

U.N. TELLS BRITAIN QUIT SUEZ

THE United Nations last night demanded
the immediate withdrawal of British,
French and Israeli forces from Egypt.

The demand came in a resolution put before the
General Assembly by the 17-nation Asian-Africa
Group — WITH THE SUPPORT OF AMERICA.

The vote in favour was 65 to 1.

Earlier, in the Commons, Sir Anthony Eden told M.P.s that British troops
would not leave Egypt until a United Nations force took over.

A United Nations resolution calling for the setting up of such a force
was passed last night by sixty-five votes to nil.

B. O’Callaghan, A History of the Twentieth Century, Longman Group UK Limited, UK, 1987, p. 239


tolhuk01
Rectangle


SACE Board of South Australia
Sources to accompany the 2013 Modern History paper

Wednesday 13 November: 9 a.m.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.6
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo true
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 1000
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 1000
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 2000
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2540 2540]
  /PageSize [595.276 841.890]
>> setpagedevice


